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Good Tidings

St. Stcphcn’s E_Piscopa| Church

St. Francis: The Many Faces of

Everyone’s Favorite Saint
by Lucy Bregman

On Oct. 5, St. Stephen’s celebrates St. Francis of
Assisi day, when Fr. Michael will bless pets and
honor the man who is by far the most popular non-
apostolic saint. Francis of Assisi was born Giovanni
Francesco Bernardone in 1181 and died in 1226.
During his life he attempted to reform the medieval
church, and even tried a peaceful attempt to convert
Muslims in the Near East. He embraced “Lady
Poverty” and the Franciscan Order he founded began
with an absolute rule against holding property. They
literally lived hand-to-mouth as a mendicant, or
begging order. He also is known as one who received
the “stigmata,” the wounds of Christ in his own body.

Francis has been revered in our day in more
domesticated and sentimental style. He is the one
who loved animals, and who loved the natural world
as a whole. He is often called the patron saint of the
ecology movement because of this. Hence, we
celebrate his day by blessing pets! This isn’t wrong.
He is credited with staging the first “living nativity
scene” with real farm animals at Christmas time.
According to legends, he converted a wolf, that had
attacked children and sheep in the village of Gubbio
(and persuaded local dogs not to attack the now-
pacified beast). Best known is the story of how he
preached to birds.

But there’s a far fiercer side to Francis. His sermon to
birds may have been suggested not so much by love
of nature as by the verses in Rev. 19:17-18, where an
angel summons all the birds of the air to a ghastly
feast on the flesh of “kings, generals, and mighty
men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all
people, free and slave, small and great.” In other
words, Francis looked for the Last Day, and preached
against a church grown rich and complacent, and a
world unrepentant in the face of disaster.. He was
definitely a controversial reformer. Poverty and
begging as ideals flew in the face of a church that
owned about one-third of the land in Europe. And

>

these still fly in the face of our assumption that we
need to accumulate things in order to be human. It is
things, possessions, that to Francis offer false
security, and stand between us and God. This is a
different face of Francis, and one we can still find
challenging.

A contemporary artist, Michael Webb, designed a
mural for a hospital in Chester run by Franciscan
nuns. The scene he portrayed is of Francis and his
early followers following a command from God to
“Restore my church!” As they worked to repair a
ruined church building, this became an allegory of the
renewal of Christ’s body in the world. Perhaps this is
an image of Francis (see page 6) we can also emulate
here at St. Stephen’s.

Something Funny...
by Jan Myers

I must admit [ LOVE THIS TIME OF YEAR!!
The neighborhood becomes a silent ghost town
until 2:45pm, when all the little ones (and older
ones) begin to migrate from the classroom to their
homes. It’s a wonderful time of year when one can
sit outside and enjoy the silence except for an
occasional jet going overhead, or the remarkable
ability of a beagle to bark nonstop without getting
laryngitis. You can drive down a street without
being challenged by kids on bikes who literally
dare you to hit them. You don’t see boys walking
down the street with their underwear showing
under the largest pair of denims ever created; and
while their walking they’re holding up their pants!!
God forbid they should break into a run. You don’t
see 9 year olds walking down the street talking on a
CELL PHONE. I know I'm getting old and
grumpy, but I just don’t get it.

Now all the “you don’t see’s” hold until 2:45pm or
whenever your local schools let out. Then all bets
are off.

In all seriousness, please be aware that they are out
there and they aren’t watching for you.
" You need to watch for them.
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