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Thanksgiving Generosity
by Maureen Long

On Friday, November 7%, an Investiture Ceremony was held in the Parish Hall to kick off this year’s Girl Scout
season for Brownie Troop 5462 and Junior Troop 57082. Since doing for others is such a big part of scouting,
one of the Brownie leaders - Chris Neher - suggested that we ask the girls to bring a canned good and/or
donation toward Thanksgiving gift baskets for two families in Norwood who have a family member with cancer.
The girls contributed $46 and a few food items.

The collection basket was left out in the church hall on Sunday, November 9%, and parishioners donated another
$64.

Fr. Michael emailed that he has one turkey coming, and possibly a second to go along with the gift baskets.

It never ceases to amaze me how generous everyone at St. Stephens is. Our scouts can learn from all of you.
The girls are lucky to have their troops affiliated with such a wonderful parish.

The Scouts have one more meeting before Thanksgiving at which they will make donations, and two families
in need will receive some much needed Thanksgiving joy.
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St. Stcphcn’s Episcopal Church

Christmas Eve Services
Scheduled at 6 and 11
PM

: Christmas is a time
¥ to Share the Light

Two services are scheduled for
Christmas Eve. Both will feature

® singing the familiar carols, the

M telling of the Christmas story and

candle-lit Silent Night.

Christmas Invitations are provided in this newsletter

and at the welcome tables at church so you can give

someone you care about the gift of a community of

worship this Christmas.

All Saint’s Sunday

Large Gathering to Remember

As the basket carried forward the blue lists of
friends and loved ones we love, but see no longer, the
large All Saint’s Sunday crowd was reminded of the
Communion of Saints, that great cloud of witnesses
whose constant encouragement strengthens us to “run
with endurance the race that is set before us, and
together with them, claim the crown of victory that
never fades away.” Fr. Michael reminded us “we are
never so close to those loved ones as when we gather
with them at the Eucharistic Table. One end of is here
in time and space; the other extends into eternity
where they are gathered in the nearer presence of Our
Lord who is our host.”

The Seventy people gathered in the 6% largest
Sunday attendance in 2006-2008. The other five were
three Easters one Palm Sunday and a Christmas Eve.
Thanks go to those special people who made it
possible for their guests to participate by extending
the invitation to worship with us.

Bishop Turner coming
to St Stephen’s Sunday 17 May

First Bishop Visitation since Nov
2006

Bishop Turner will be returning to
St. Stephen’s for an official Visitation
on Sunday Morning, 17 May. This is

the parish’s first opportunity to show how far we’ve
come. Mark the date now to make sure other plans
don’t sneak into your calendars. Bishop Turner will
preach and celebrate. He will also administer

. confirmation. Part of the rite of confirmation is the

opportunity for persons already confirmed to be
received or to reaffirm the promises made in an
earlier confirmation.

Annual Parish Meeting Announced
Sunday, 27 January over brunch after a

combined Service

The parish will gather on Sunday, 27 January
to celebrate the accomplishments of 2008, elect vestry
and deputies to convention and to look forward to
2009. Further Details in the January Newsletter. Mark
your calendars now to save the date.

Two Magic Moments for Parish
2008 All Time Best Income Year

Sometime in mid October, internal parish
giving exceeded last year’s all time high of $66,042
with 2%, months plus Christmas to go. Three weeks
later, income from all sources (excluding bequests)
exceeded the previous mark, also set in 2007.
September and October were each just short of our
income goals, but early November is putting us back
on track.

rmutech.com
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CHRISTMAS DINNER AT ST. STEPHEN’S

It’s that wonderful time of year when we NEED to find a few hours to sit
and have some relaxed fun with our St. Stephen’s Family!!!

Please join us for dinner on Saturday, December 6, 2008 from 5PM -7PM.
The price for dinner is $8/adults and $4/children 10 & under. Dinner will be
' provided gratis or discounted to those unable to afford the price of dinner.
Please see Jan Myers for more information.

The menu will include Chicken Breast, a side dish, veggies, dessert and
beverages.

There will be some small gifts and surprises.

If you’ll be attending, please RSVP to
Jan Myers at the church office 6210-461-0490 or
email to Parishadmin@sstephen.org.
Please leave your name and how many will be attending (including
yourself).
Looking forward to seeing everyone there!!
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